We hope you enjoy your stay
in Cobh and our programme of
lectures and tours.
See Convention Itinerary for
lecture and tour times.

Our Lecturers
Finbarr Cole

After taking early retirement, Finbarr did a
course in Cultural & Heritage studies and then
graduated from University College Cork with
Bachelor of Arts Degree. He worked with Cork
County Council setting up Spike Island as a
visitor attraction, and is now manager of the
Old Head of Kinsale Lusitania Museum

LECTURES &
TOURS

Marita Foster

Marita has lectured extensively on many
aspects of the maritime history of Cork
Harbour. She has Bachelor and Master degrees
in History and is currently completing a PhD
in History at University College Cork, where
she is employed as the Deputy Director of the
International Office.

David Kaplan

David, formerly a teacher in Maryland, is a
long term member of the Titanic Historical Society, respected Titanic historian and collector
of artefacts. He has delivered many lectures
worldwide and also constructed many display
models of Titanic and the disaster.

Alan St. George

Renowned artist and sculptor Alan St. George
developed a keen interest in Titanic after he
and his late wife, Adrianne, had dedicated
much of their lives to the restoration and
expansion of Havencrest Castle, their turn-ofthe-century hilltop home in Savanna, Illinois.
Here, Alan covered the walls and ceilings with
his classical sculptures and murals.

Drew Munao

Former actor Drew, developed his interest in
carpentry antique restoration into the making
of scale miniatures. He married this with his
love of history and fascination with Titanic
into the creation of a scale model of Titanic’s
First Class Stateroom B64, followed by the First
Class Reading & Writing Room.

Norbert Zimmermann
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German born Norbert is a respected author
of several Titanic books, and member of a
number of European Titanic Societies. Like
many Titanic enthusiasts, his passion was
ignited as a child by the 1953 film Titanic,
and then more deeply, when the wreck was
discovered in 1985.

PROGRAMME

The scheduled times for lectures & tours are
included in the Convention Itinerary

TOUR 1: Cobh Heritage Centre (the “Queenstown Story)”
The Queenstown Story is an informative and evocative exhibition of the
transportation of convicts to the British colonies in the 17th and 18th
century, and the mass emigration, in the early 1800s, of Irish men and
women looking for a better life in America, Australia, South America and
Africa. It also tells the story of the connection of Cobh to the two great
liner disasters of the early 20th century – Titanic and Lusitania.

TOUR 2: Boat Trip to Roches Point

Boat trip to Roches Point where representatives of international Titanic
Societies will lay wreaths near the spot where Titanic was moored to
take on the final passengers prior to setting out on her fateful Maiden
Voyage. NOTE: This trip is dependent upon weather conditions.

TOUR 3: Lusitania Museum, Old Kinsale Head Signal Tower

Coach trip to the 200 year old Signal Tower at the Old Head of Kinsale,
which hosts a Lusitania Museum, the headland being the nearest land
point to where the ship was torpedoed in 1915. There are stunning
panoramic views from the top of the tower.

Heartbreak Jetty

See the remains of the jetty from where passengers boarded the Tenders
Ireland and America that ferried them out to Titanic.

TOUR 4: Titanic Walking Trail & Titanic Experience Museum

A combined tour starting with a guided walking Titanic Trail tour through
the town with fascinating insights from the research by world renowned
historian and author, Dr. Michael Martin. This is followed by a visit to
the “Titanic Experience”, a unique and emotive guided tour of Cobh’s
historic White Star Line building, retracing the steps of Titanic’s
last passengers.

LECTURE 1: “The Lusitania Story”
By Finbarr Cole.

On the 7th of May 1915, Cunard’s Lusitania was torpedoed and sunk
by German U-Boat U20 just off Old Kinsale Head, killing 1,201 people
including 128 Americans. The disaster set off a chain of events that led
to the U.S. entering World War 1. In 2019 the ownership of Lusitania’s
wreck was signed over to the Old Head of Kinsale Museum.

LECTURE 2: “The Wreck of R.M.S. Celtic”
By Marita Foster.

On the 10th of December 1928, R.M.S. Celtic ran aground at the mouth
of Cork Harbour. Initial efforts to re-float her were unsuccessful, she
was declared a wreck and eventually broken up in situ. This illustrated
lecture, describes the last voyage of the Celtic, the salvage operation,
and the tragic events of November 1929 which led to the death of a
number of the men working on the wreck.

LECTURE 3: “Midnight Heroes - Titanic’s Musicians”
By David Kaplan

The eight young band members on Titanic played to the end. These
talented musicians were true heroes. A comprehensive story of the
Titanic’s band is rare. A photo biography of each musician and the
legacies that each left behind, creates a captivating and an emotionally
moving topic.

LECTURE 4: “Sculpting R.M.S. Titanic”
By Alan St. George

In this lecture, Alan describes some of the challenges he faced, and the
techniques he employed, in creating his meticulous life sized reproductions of Titanic’s iconic Grand Staircase fixtures and fittings such as
the cherub lamp, Honour & Glory clock surround, and the newel post
pineapple finial.

LECTURE 5: “Titanic’s Reading & Writing Room in Miniature”
By Drew Munao

Titanic Bar & Grill

Drew describes how his fascination with the Titanic story as child developed into the making of a highly detailed and accurate 1:12 scale scratch
built model of Titanic’s First Class Reading & Writing Room on A-Deck.

TOUR 5: Lusitania Memorial

LECTURE 6: “Titanic’s German Connections”
By Norbert Zimmermann.

Why not have lunch in the Titanic Bar and Grill on the lower floor of the
former White Star Line Ticket Office.

Wreath laying ceremony at the Lusitania Memorial in the centre
of town.

Mauretania Bar & Rob Roy Hotel

Why not pop in to these nearby historic pubs and savour a real Irish
atmosphere whilst enjoying a relaxing drink.

This lecture looks at the German connections to Titanic. Harland
& Wolff’s giant floating crane used in the construction of the ship
came from Dϋsseldorf, and the gymnasium, and its equipment came,
from Weisbaden. There were Seventeen German passengers and
crew members on board Titanic, four of whom are introduced in this
fascinating lecture.

